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The History of 
Upper Moutere ...

Our thanks to the Bensemann Family for freely sharing their family history and photographs with us.
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From Paddock to Pint
Hops were grown from the earliest days of the 

settlement.  Many small breweries sprung up to 
make best use of this harvest and Nelson beer was 
exported throughout the country to thirsty early 

settlers.

The onset of prohibition caused great consternation 
with one of the Bensemann men representing to 
parliament the dire impact it would have on the 

community of  Upper Moutere.   At the time (1914) 
he stated that 55 of the 86 families in Upper Moutere 

were Hop Growers.

Over the years the brewery industry in New Zealand 
consolidated significantly until in the mid 60’s there 

were only 2 breweries operating in the whole 
country.   The variety of beers on offer went down 

significantly as a result and so did the time available 
to drink them.  The photo below shows the 6 O’clock 

swill many will remember ..…

They’re Drinking
our Beer Here

Drink in the history & enjoy your visit.
Please sign up to our mailing list at the bar if you’d like a monthly email about events and happenings.


