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The Qettlement of Upper Moutere
Tn the early 1840 s the NZ Company sought The HiStOI'y 2 f

migrants from Turope to settle in Nelson and

outlying areas. The first Europeant settlers in the 4 Upper MOuter
! el

Moutere Valley were English and these were
followed in 1843 by migrants predominanﬂy from
Northern Germany-

Early settlements in the valley such as
gt. Paulidorf were built in oW lying areas, were |
affected by floods and abandoned. Tn 1850 Cordt
Bensemann and his family led the permanent |
move to the valley by German Settlers. Ina short |
time the village known as Sarau (noW Upper /
Moutere) had & Church, Shop, School, Post Office/'
and of course an Inn. ‘
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The Founder of the Inn ' o
Cordt Bensemann Was one of the Hanoverian grenadiers chosen to f » 78
represent Germany at the coronation of Queen Victoria in London ; = ol

in 1837. ‘While there e learnt of the New Zealand
Company offer of land in the New World.

At age 32 Cordt, a trained builder and soldier, left Germany and
settled in Nelson on the Waimea Plains. With his wife Flisabeth
and children, they started their new life in 1843 near the mouth o
the Waimea river where Cordt built shelters for the settlers and
worked demolishing the wrecked immigrant ship Fyfeshire.

Tn 1850 Cord® moved his family to Upper Moutere and began 2
lasting association With the village. His grave can be found in
the cemetery of the Lutheran Church and many descendants of hi

K sons and daughter Anna still live in the region.
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Construction of the Inn

Foundations

built a gmall house for his

ds of the Inn using readily
timbers from the clearing of

native bush in the valley- He then commenced
puilding the main wing of the Inn in 1850.
was completed in 1853 and the Inn

ed a bush license in 185H7.
clearly visible in the first

f the Inn taken 1 the late
windows of the guest

irs veranda facing

Laying the

(ordt Bensemman
family in the groun
available rough sawn

Oonstruction
was grant

This main Wing is
known photograph 0

1880 8 with the three dormer
yooms upstairs and the downsta
the mountains. (right)

Building to Last

o his construction skills, like ,

illa still stands untouched ;
today. | .

As a testament
the Inn, this v

1t is located on the main street of the Upper
Moutere village, opposite the old post office

and is home to local ceramic artist and potter
Katie Gold and Owen Bartlett and their |
studio which is open to the public.
(photo right)




Changes over the Years

Any 0l1d Iron

One of the first changes Was the addition of
corrugated iron roofing in the early 1900 s.
‘When it was built the Inn Was roofed with

wooden shingles, & traditional building
technique bought to the village by the German
settlers. These shingles are still present under
the corrugated iron on the household Wing of
the Inn.

By the turn of the century corrugated iron was
gaining popularity. Although it was cheaper

windows on the top storey of the Inn. This led
to the second major change in the building with

the removal of the dormer windows on the
second storey when the iron Was replaced.
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The lack of change ot the Inn during the last 160
years is quite remarkable. Very few buildings
and the businesses in them from this era survive
virtually untouched and even fewer pubs.
T N
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Pubs from this time often succumbed to fire or

were rapidly and poorly built to gervice a

temporary population such as gold miners,
whalers or timber millers.

Cordt Bensemann built the Moutere Inn to last
and to be 2 permanent anchor in a new settlement
that has continued on to this day.



The War Years

Being a German settlement Upper Moutere
by other parts of the

came under gerutiny
district during the war years. The village
the original Sarat to

changed it s name from
Upper Moutere as @ result of this.

During the War rumours of & territorial soldiers
uniform being trampled on at the Moutere Inn
and other incidents led to @ public meeting

refuted by pub
resent at the meeting drafted an enthusiastic

declaration of 1oyalty for the war effort.
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They’re Drinking

From Paddock to Pint

Hops were grown from the earliest days of the Our B eerHere .
settlement. Many small breweries sprung up to B -

make best use of this harvest and Nelson beer was

exported throughout the country to thirsty early
settlers.
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The onset of prohibition caused great consternation
with one of the Bensemann men representing to
parliament the dire impact it would have on the

community of Upper Moutere. At the time (1914)

he stated that 55 of the 86 families in Upper Moutere
were Hop Growers.

Over the years the brewery industry in New Zealand
consolidated significantly until in the mid 60 s there
were only 2 breweries operating in the whole
country. The variety of beers on offer went down
significantly as a result and so did the time available
to drink them. The photo below shows the 6 O clock

swill many will remember ..
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Drink in the history & enjoy your visit.

Please sign-up to-our mailing list-at-the bar if you'd like-a-monthly email about-events-and-happenings.



